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courts of justice but before the court of public opinion. Let the
offenders show contrition and let them return the looted pro-
perty. Let them also show to those against whom offences were
committed that they need fear no molestation, that the days of
frenzy were over. Muslim public opinion should be such as to
guarantee that miscreants would not dare to offend against any
.individual, and only then Hindus could be asked to return safely
to their villages. The speaker was sure that such purging be-
fore the court of public opinion was infinitely superior to a trial
before a court of law. What was wanted was not vengeance but
reformation.
Harijan, 9-2-1947,
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ON TRUSTEESHIP
Gandhiji answered some questions addressed to him and
arising out of his remarks on trusteeship,
Q. Is it possible to1 defend by means of non-violence any-
thing which can only be gained through violence ?
A. What was gained by violence could not only not be
defended by non-violence but the latter required the abandon-
ment of ill-gotten gains.
Q. Is the accumulation of capital possible except through
violence whether open or tacit ?
A. Such accumulation by private persons was impossible
except through violent means, but accumulation by the State in
a non-violent society was not only possible, it was dtesirable and
inevitable.
Q. Whether a man accumulates material or moral wealth
he does so only through the help or co-operation of other mem-
bers of society. Has he then the moral right to use any of it
mainly for personal advantage ?
A.   No, he has no moral right.
Q. How would the successor of a trustee be determined?
Will he only have the right of proposing a name, the right of'
finalization being vested in the State ?